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SPECIAL EDITION: The “reveal” of our Division challenge coin and the accompanying articles 

sparked interest from some of our members in the attempts to save Fairmont Barracks.  The 

attached message from Past President Donna Morse outlines an idea to create a legacy of stories 

and memories of the Fairmont Barracks. 

As noted in the May newsletter, there will be no June social event.  We are hoping to resume 

General Meetings and other events in the fall, but this will depend on the pandemic guidelines.  

Please check our Division website for updates. 

 

FAIRMONT BARRACKS – BUILDING A LEGACY 

Further to the Vancouver Division May newsletter which included an article on the future of 
Fairmont Barracks. I have continued to attempt to contact the Vancouver City Planners regarding 
any update on proposed timelines for the development of the Fairmont Lands, but responses 
have not been forthcoming these past few months.   To be fair, for the last couple of months this 
may be in part due to many City of Vancouver employees being laid off during the Covid-19 crisis. 

My last contact with City Planners was in October 2019 when the city representatives expressed 
some hope that Fairmont Barracks might be able to be saved and moved to another location 
within the City of Vancouver.  Unfortunately, with the impact of the pandemic on City finances, I 
am speculating that the pandemic will, no doubt, negatively affect any support there was from the 
City with respect to saving and moving the Fairmont building.  Further discussion is warranted, 
though, to ensure that our Division is updated on any future timelines and decisions relating to 
the future of Fairmont.  I will continue to attempt contact with those handling the Fairmont portfolio 
and I will provide updates if and when any information is received.   

Since our May newsletter was published, some veterans have contacted me with their personal 
memories, thoughts, and stories about Fairmont.  From this came an idea which could “Save the 
History of Fairmont” and could be done in conjunction with any ongoing talks with the City as to 
the future of the building.   

As such, I would like to determine if there would be any interest from our membership and others 
from across the country who may have trained, lived or worked at Fairmont Barracks “back in the 
day” to provide stories and memories of Fairmont.  We may not in the end be able to save the 
building, but we could compile a written history to ensure the legacy of Fairmont is not forgotten. 

Any venture into documenting and compiling stories would be dependent on how many of our 
Veterans’ Association members, retired and serving members and employees would be willing to 

http://www.rcmpveteransvancouver.com/


put “pen to paper” and share a memory or story of their time at Fairmont.  Just a couple of 
examples that could be used as building blocks for stories: stories from members who participated 
in the raising of the new Canadian flag in 1965; life in the barracks, there has be to stories to be 
told as  Rudyard Kipling famously said: “single men in barrack don’t grow into plaster saints.”; is 
there anyone still alive that recalls the stables attached to Fairmont Barracks? 

To the best of anyone’s knowledge there is no written history, only “barrack room tales”, of 
Fairmont Barracks dating back to 1920 when the RCMP acquired the building as “E” Division 
Headquarters.  

This project will only go ahead if people are willing to document their stories and share any photos.  
There is a long way to go to what could become a document (or perhaps a book) which would 
preserve the legacy of the RCMP’s history with Fairmont Barracks.   

Before this project can move forward, I would like to determine if there is an interest and who 
would be willing to contribute a story (or stories) to this endeavour.  If you are interested, or can 
assist with this project in any way,  please advise me via fairmontlegacy@gmail.com.   

Thank you.  

Donna Morse, Past President 

Attached is a copy of the article published in the RCMP Quarterly – Winter 2019 
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LAST POST: 
 
The following members who were listed as having served in “E” Division have passed away in the 
past few months.  Information is provided to our Division from HQ and other sources and may not be 

received in a timely manner. For a full list, please go to: 
 
https://lastpostrecent.rcmpvets.ca/ 
 
Reg. # Name Rank Date Passed 
22533 Robert (Bob) G.W. SCORY Cpl. May 21, 2020 
16010/O.705 Florian SCHMIDT Supt. April 13, 2020 

C/M Diane Margaret Christine LEA (nee Cockburn)  May 10, 2020 

 

EXECUTIVE – 2019/2020 
 
President   R.R. “Bob” UNDERHILL runder@telus.net 
Past President  Donna I. MORSE  donna.morse@shaw.ca 
Vice-President  Gordon McB. CAVE  jag140@telus.net 
Treasurer   Rupert L. BULLOCK  bullock2@shaw.ca 
Secretary   Ron MORSE   rcmpvavancouver@gmail.com 
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DIRECTORS: 
  
Strategic Planning  Eric ROSS   evross@telus.net 
Ceremonies & Memorabilia     Gordon McB. CAVE (Interim)  
Health, Welfare & Advocacy John SHERSTONE sherst01@telus.net 
Membership   Ray POWER   rayjpower@yahoo.com 
Liaison to The Force  Ric HALL   rshall69@shaw.ca 
Social    Dorothy A. MARTINSON demartinson@shaw.ca 
 
Presidential Appointments & Governors: 
 

http://www.rcmpveteransvancouver.com/about/executive/ 
 

 

 

VANCOUVER DIVISION WEBSITE:  http://www.rcmpveteransvancouver.com/ 

 

RCMPVA NATIONAL WEBSITE:  https://rcmpva.org/ 
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